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Site visit to Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park – 8 March 2018 
 

On Thursday 8 March 2018, Members of the London Assembly’s Regeneration Committee took part 

in a site visit to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. The visit was attended by Committee Members 

Navin Shah AM, Chair, Shaun Bailey AM, Deputy Chairman and Unmesh Desai AM, the local 

constituency Member. The visit looked at the London Legacy Development Corporation’s (LLDC) 

delivery, looking at what is being developed in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park (the Park) and in 

the wider LLDC area. The Committee took part in a walking tour around the Park and its 

neighbourhoods particularly focusing on: 

• ‘Place-making’ in the new neighbourhoods in and around the Park  

• The Smart Park – the role of smart technologies and their testing in the Park 

 

The visit started at the Stratford International DLR station for a tour of the Olympic Park. The 

Assembly Members were led by Lyn Garner, LLDC Chief Executive, Paul Brickell, Executive Director, 

Regeneration and Community Partnerships and Jennifer Daothong, Head of Strategy and 

Sustainability. 

 

The East Village and Chobham Manor 
 

At East Village, the Assembly Members met with Neil Young, CEO, Get Living London and Nilima 

Khatun, Village Manager, Triathlon Homes to discuss the development. Members also had an 

opportunity to meet with local residents to discuss how the area is changing. Members were told 

that East Village is a Build to Rent development offering three-year tenancies managed by Get Living 

London. The scheme currently has 49 per cent affordable housing managed by Triathlon Homes, 

although new development will reduce the proportion to around one third. One third of people 

living in the East Village are originally from an East London postcode. 

 

Members heard that Get Living London and Triathlon reach out to the local community through 

community engagement officers and through organisations such as the Football Foundation. The 

Members also heard about some of the challenges faced by the community organisation, East 

Village Trust, to find space in the local area. 

 

Following a tour of the East Village, Members walked northwards to the Chobham Manor 

development. This is a new development of 859 homes, of which 75 per cent will be family housing. 

The scheme is currently completing its second phase. Members were told that the popularity of the 

development meant that prices have risen by 20 per cent since planning permission was granted. 

 

Unity Kitchen 
 

The Assembly Members paid a visit to the nearby Unity Kitchen café, located on the edge of the 

Olympic Park. They heard that the Unity Kitchen café is one of eight locations in London offering jobs 

and studying opportunities for people with learning disabilities as part of 12-month apprenticeship 

scheme. Working in partnership with Westminster Kingsway College, the apprenticeship scheme 

allows participants to focus on practical skills. The scheme has helped those with learning disabilities 
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find work, including at Unity Kitchen, where 50 per cent of staff at Unity Kitchen have a learning 

disability. Unity Kitchen also reaches out to the local community through its Healthy Eating 

Programme. 

 

East Wick and Sweetwater 
 

The Assembly Members walked through the Park to the East Wick and Sweetwater development 

sites next to the Copper Box Arena and Here East. The sites will include 1,550 new homes, to be 

completed in 2023. Members were told that there would be up to 66 per cent family housing at 

Sweetwater and that the height of the development would be low rise. Members also asked about 

the accessibility of housing for local people and were told that 30 per cent of the scheme would be 

affordable with prices in shared equity for one bedroom flat (25 per cent) around £100,000 to 

£200,000. 

 

Members were told about the development of a new neighbourhood in the area, focusing on 

creativity and community. This includes the development of a new neighbourhood offer, including a 

creche and primary school, as well as new open spaces. While the scheme is under development, 

meanwhile uses will occupy some of the development sites, including a new community garden 

‘Mobile Garden City’ next to the Copper Box. 

 

Stratford Waterfront 
 

Members then walked south through the Park to Stratford Waterfront, which will be home to a new 

Cultural and Education District. This will include a new theatre for Sadler’s Wells, the London College 

of Fashion and an outpost of the Victoria and Albert (V&A) Museum. The LLDC is also working with 

UCL East to develop the site to the south of the London Stadium. The V&A will open a new Collection 

Centre and UCL East have established their Institute of Robotics at Here East. Some community 

outreach is already taking place, even though the development will not be completed until at least 

2022, such as Sadler’s Wells’ work with East London Dance to encourage young people into dance.  

 

The work of the London Legacy Development Corporation 

 
After the tour, the Assembly Members had the opportunity to review the progress made by the LLDC 

in the regeneration of the area at the London Aquatics Centre. 

 

Discussion covered the following topics: 

• Convergence – the process of improving the life chances of people living in East London. The 

LLDC remains committed to convergence, although Paul Brickell told us that boroughs and 

the Mayor are less interested. However, the Government is still strongly supportive of 

convergence. 

• Smart Sustainable City. The Park is one of the first Smart Sustainable Cities, as part of a 

network of European cities. Members were told that new technologies, such as driverless 

buses, weather stations and bat detection systems were being introduced. One such scheme 

is Hello Lamppost, through which users can text objects to gather information on the Park. 
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• Business and Innovation District. Members were told about how Here East is being used to 

attract new businesses, including BT Sport, Loughborough University London, a dance 

studio, UCL Institute of Robotics, Ford Motors and the Bartlett School of Planning and 

Architecture. Here East is also home to Plexl, a hub for start-up businesses. This is part of a 

wider Modern Industrial Strategy, designed to create jobs in advanced mobility, digital 

technology, culture and creative, and construction and built environment. 

• Opportunities for local people. The LLDC described how local people were benefitting from 

their work through new jobs and outreach. This includes the Design Engineer Construct 

(DEC) to develop local IT skills, the Shared Training and Employment Programme (STEP) and 

the Creative Operations Programme.  

• Relationship with boroughs. Members heard that despite the challenges posed to the LLDC 

by local boroughs, there is a strong working relationship in place. This includes working with 

Newham on sports participation through Active Newham, jointly employing officers with 

Hackney and Tower Hamlets to work with local organisations and working with construction 

training sites in Waltham Forest. 

 

The questions by the Assembly Members and the discussion then focused on: 

• The cost of running the London Stadium 

• The lack of a common political body for convergence 

• LLDC’s meetings with the Chief Digital Officer, including on digital resilience and better fibre 

infrastructure 

• Increasing the provision of affordable housing on the Park 

• Community engagement, including work through social media and with local schools 
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